August 4, 2015

committee tasked with placing a new statue of
these two amazing leaders in New York. They
gave a voice to milions of women and
changed history forever following Anthony’s
vow that “failure is impossible.”

A unique crossroad of history resides at
77th and Central Park West in New York City
with statues of two U.S. Presidents, Theodore
Roosevelt astride a horse outside the Amer-
ican Museum of Natural History and Abraham
Lincoln who stands on the steps of the New-
York Historical Society. Near Lincoln is a stat-
ue of abolitionist Frederick Douglass symboli-
cally carrying books at a building that safe-
guards history. | am pleased to announce that
permission was granted in May 2015 for a suf-
fragist statue to be installed at the West 77th
Street entrance to Central Park. It will be the
very first statue of a woman in this park’s 160-
year history.

New York City Park Commissioner Mitchell
J. Silver awarded this site for a statue of Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony,
pioneering leaders of the women’s suffrage
movement. Included in the sculpture design
are the names of many remarkable women in-
strumental in the fight toward winning the vote.
Its installation in September 2017 will coincide
with New York State’s Centennial of women’s
voting rights. The New-York Historical Society
announced that in the transformation of its
fourth floor there would be a new Center for
the Study of Women’s History that will present
special exhibitions, as well as public and
scholarly programs.

Over 50 million visitors each year are wel-
comed to New York City, with over half report-
ing they spend time in Central Park. Placing
the Stanton and Anthony statue at this highly
visible locale that resonates social justice will
undoubtedly draw local residents and visitors
of all nations to history lessons that include
the story of the equal rights and suffrage
movements in America.

| ask, Mr. Speaker, that we give tribute on
August 26, 2015, the 95th anniversary of the
passage of the 19th Amendment, to the early
suffragists who were steadfast in their pursuit
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of equality for all citizens, which is a sacred
trust that we must continue to support today.

—————
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today along
with my colleagues Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. HONDA,
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. MCGOVERN,
Mr. NUNES and Mr. VALADAO to recognize the
service of our good friend Nuno Brito, the Am-
bassador of Portugal to the United States.
After four years of hard work, Ambassador
Brito deserves to be commended for all of his
tireless efforts to strengthen the special bond
between Portugal and the United States.

Born in Angola, Brito earned his degree in
law from the University of Lisbon and joined
the Portuguese diplomatic service shortly
thereafter. He began his career with Portugal's
Diplomatic Service in 1984 as part of the
Americas Department. Brito first served at the
Portuguese Embassy in Washington, DC, from
1987 to 1993. This time in Washington, DC,
laid the foundation for his continued career as
an effective statesman for the people of Por-
tugal. Brito then served as Deputy Alternate
Representative to the Security Council at the
United Nations during Portugal’s term as a
non-permanent member for 1997/1998. Fol-
lowing a stint as Deputy Permanent Rep-
resentative of Portugal to the United Nations,
Brito also served as Political Director of Por-
tugal and co-chair of the Portuguese-U.S.
Standing Bilateral Commission.

On February 23, 2011, Brito presented his
credentials to President Barack Obama and
expressed his desire to focus on expanding
the U.S.-Portugal relationship beyond political
and military cooperation to science, tech-
nology, and energy initiatives. He pursued
these goals by actively engaging with the Con-
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gressional Portuguese Caucus, especially on
subjects that benefitted from Portuguese ex-
pertise such as issues with Africa, the Amer-
icas, and across the Atlantic. Furthermore,
Brito’'s experiences from the United Nations,
U.S.-Portuguese Standing Bilateral Commis-
sion, Luso-Spanish Commission for Trans-bor-
der Cooperation, and other roles within Por-
tugal’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs gave him an
edge for practicing diplomacy and advocacy in
the United States. This especially showed dur-
ing Brito’s work to bring understanding and co-
operation to NATO maneuvers and to the op-
eration of Lajes Field in the Azores.

Brito led numerous initiatives to support and
engage Portuguese-American communities
throughout the United States. Earlier this year,
Brito invited Portuguese-American federal,
state, and local elected officials to celebrate
Dia de Portugal in Washington, DC. The full
day of events was a wonderful representation
of not only the special relationship between
our countries, but of Brito’s innate ability to
bring people together and raise awareness of
Portuguese culture and values.

Another example of Brito’s leadership on
behalf of Portugal is bringing IBERIAN SUITE:
global arts remix to the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts. The IBERIAN
SUITE featured dozens of performances from
Portuguese- and Spanish-speaking commu-
nities over a three-week period. It was an un-
precedented opportunity to explore the con-
tributions of Portuguese and Spanish cultures
to the development of the arts around the
world.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that Mr.
CICILLINE, Mr. HONDA, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. LAN-
GEVIN, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. NUNES, Mr.
VALADAO, and | ask our colleagues in the U.S.
House of Representatives to recognize Am-
bassador Nuno Brito and his many contribu-
tions to the U.S.-Portugal relationship. His
dedication to fostering cooperation between
American and Portuguese society is sur-
passed by none. It is an honor to call him a
friend and we wish him the best of luck in his
next position.
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